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Pope Fastpitch Well-Recognized at Region, County, and State Level 
As the year comes to a close, many awards across multiple levels were given to honor various Pope Fastpitch program 
members for contributions that led to the 2022 State Championship victory. Every member played a hand in generating a 
remarkable season, and the Pope Fastpitch program is excited to share many individual honors.  

All-Region 
As Pope secured the 2022 Region Championship for the 6th consecutive year, 6 players were named to the All-Region 
team. Kailey Martin as an infielder (her 2nd consecutive all-region nod), Addy Garris as an outfielder, Emily Ricci as a 
catcher, and Ellie Paley in the utility role for first base and pitcher. Kendall Frost was named the Region Pitcher of team) 
and Jadyn Laneaux was named Region Player of the Year for the third consecutive year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

All-County 
Pope finished the season with the best record in the county and was the only Cobb County program to win the state 
championship. The Marietta Daily Journal named 4 players to the All-County Team: Catcher Emily Ricci, Outfielders 

Jadyn Laneaux and Addy Garris, and Pitcher Kendall Frost. Abby Lawson, 
Natalie Klingler, Kailey Martin, Ellie Paley, and Sam Tener were also honorable 
mention selections.  
 
Jadyn Laneaux was named the Cobb County Player of the Year for the 
2nd consecutive season. Kendall Frost was named Cobb County Pitcher 

of the Year, her 1st receipt of the award. 
Coach Ellie Viland was named Cobb 
County Coach of the Year.  
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State Level Awards 
Each year, the Georgia Athletic Coaches Association (GACA) meets with state coaches 
to decide upon the All-State team for each classification. Pope Fastpitch has a rich 
history of now 34 total All-State team recogntions from 15 different players since 2006. 
For the first time in her career, senior Emily Ricci was named to the 2nd All-State Team 

as a catcher.   
 
Pitcher Kendall Frost, who posted a 23-1 
record on the year, earned the AAAAAA 
State Pitcher of the Year recognition. 
Kendall’s 1.16 ERA came against the top 
competition in the state, adding 213 
strikeouts to her career total (just shy of 
35% of batters faced resulted in strikeouts). 
This is Kendall’s first state pitcher of the 
year recognition, in addition to her 2nd team recognition in 2020 and her 1st 
team recognition in 2021. Kendall also marks Pope’s third overall pitcher to 
earn the GACA State Pitcher of the Year award, adding to the lineage of 
Kelly Barnhill in 2013 and 2014 and Hallie Adams in 2019.  
 
Kendall was also named to the GACA All-Star Junior North-South All-Star 
game which will take place in June at the University of West Georgia.  

 
Senior Jadyn Laneaux proved undoubtedly to once again become the GACA 
AAAAAA State Player of the Year, her second consecutive year receiving the 
award and the only Pope player to ever esteem the recognition. Jadyn’s .624 
batting average came with 68 hits, 13 home runs, 45 RBIs, 34 stolen bases, and 
28 walks. She proved to be the most feared bat in the state, striking in the Elite 
8 tournament, going 8 for 10 with 3 home runs and 5 walks, 3 intentional 
walks in the State Championship game.  
 
The Georiga Dugout Club (GADC) honored Jadyn as well with the AAAAAA 
GADC State Player of the Year. In addition, Coach Ellie Viland and Coach 
Matt Liedberg were named Coaches of the Year from the GADC and all were 
honored at a banquet at the Renaissance Waverly Hotel at the end of the year.  
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Each year, the Georgia Dugout Club puts on a Senior All-Star Game to showcase the top talent in the state of Georgia. 
This year, the annual All-Star game moved to Truist Park, home of the Atlanta Braves, for the first time in state history. 
Seniors Jadyn Laneaux and Emily Ricci were both selected to Region 7/8 team for the GADC Senior All-Star game and 
participated in the event, representing Pope Fastpitch one more time before moving on to play at the collegiate level, with 
Jadyn Laneaux playing for LSU and Emily Ricci playing for Flagler College.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Pope Fastpitch program is thankful for the recognitions given to our student-athletes. We are thankful for all athletes, 
families, coaches, and support staffs members that played a part in the 2022 State Championship season and we look 
forward to working to striving for more in future years to come.  
 
 
 
 


